
Yarns from Skyline

Yes there were grizzlies in those days
BY MARION SOFTKY shotgun he didnt stop running.

Skyline rancher Jim Rapley sees more wildlife flOW My grandmother used to tell about it. She said he
than when he was growing up because there is less hun-

nearly dropped at the door when he got home. He never
ting now than there used to be when all the ranchers used even looked back to see if they were coming after him.
to hunt quail and rabbit and deer.

Still earlier in his fathers day wildlife was abundant

in the Skyline hills. Rapley recalls My dad said he could

go down to Mindego Creek and catch mess of trout in no

time at all. He said the quail would sound like thunder in

the evening when they would go to roost. There were so

many quail deer were everywhere.

Then there were no laws and people trapped and

hunted for the market. They put these box traps out they

could take whole field of quail. It wasnt too long before

the quail were getting scarce.

They did the same thing with the deer. No limit. You
could shoot anythingdoe fawn. Theyd come up
sometimes with four horse wagon and load itup and take

Ii

it down and sell the deer. They thinned out the deer
4//P

population pretty quick. /1

Then they started making laws. It still took long ill

time for the wildlife to-make comeback Rapley notes. jVri
He himself doesnt do any hunting now. dont think

was hunter at heart he says In those days you hunted

or meat.
Itl

Rapley has seen two lions both long time ago arid

both in Spring Valley where they were laying the big

Hetch Hetchy water line near the Hassler Health Home.

As for bears Rapley ha never seen one but recounts

this tale of his fatherss

guess my father saw the last grizzly bear when he

was kidonly 11 or 12 years old. lti
He was picking blackberries and he seen these two

little cubs reaching up picking berries. And the mama
bear and papa bear came out. Although he had an old
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jim1apley 97 and wife

Anne 87 survive fire

By ANNE H. KIM Theyre both in amazingly

good spirits said Mr. Jackson.

97-year-old rancher Even in the emergency room
known as one of the last of the they talked about it.

Skyline cowboys and his 87- fire believed to have

year-old wife are said to be rest- sparked inside the Rapleys
ing and in good spirits after home on Rapley Ranch Road

surviving fire that destroyed near the Langley Hill Quarry
their Skyline ranch home on started at about 10 p.m. on Jan
January 15 in unincorporated uary 15 according to Paul Tren
San Mateo County. hoim an engineer paramedic

After an overnight stay in the with the San Mateo County Fire
rst

hospital to check Jim Rapleys Departments Skylonda station.

vital signs he and his wife Mr. Rapley had just gone to

Anne were taken to the home of bed and his wife was entering

neighbors Bruce and Hildegard their living room when smoke
Jackson where they will stay and flames filled the home. Mr.

until other accommodations are Rapley blinded by glaucoma
found. Mrs. Rapley has laryn- managed to find his wife and

gitis after inhaling smoke from
6.

the fire. Continued on Page 20

Rapley did more than

destroy the ______
Continued from Page

Rapleys

together got out the back door to home it took

safety said Mr. Jackson. with it

think he was in better sit-
decades-old

in getting out by feel he photographs
______

neighbor about half mile memorabilia
Jim Rapley

down the road saw the glow documenting

from the flame and called the the areas ranching history.

fire department. But the narrow Mr. Rapley who grew up in

backroads leading to the Rap-
Menlo Park is well-known

leys 1800s era home delayed
raconteur of the ranching life. At

the fire enginesby about is age 15 Mr. Rapley moved to

minutes said Mr. Trenholm. Skyline where he established his

Fire officials are investigating
first herd of cattle. He hung up

the cause of the fire. his stirrups in the 1980s.



Yarns by ex-cowboy Jim Rupley
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Prohibition brought business to the Skyiine

TillS IS another in series of yarns from the old ranching stills she had in the house but her two sons were doingdays as told to Marion Softky by Jim Rapley possibly the
au the manufacturing of moonshine in there. Theylast of the cowboys who used to run cattle on thousands ot

slept ate and stayed right in that house and madeacres of the Skyline hills.

iooze
JIM RAPLEY leans back in the snug little office They made 500 gallons per day which is quitenext to the workshop on his Skyline ranch.

bit of alcohol. People claimed the old house wouldThere was different kind of life in the hills
vibrate when they were working.

during Prohibiton he recalls. The woman did all the delivering She had niceThere were very few places that didnt have
car and always dressed well. had an idea she had lot

stillevery ranch that know of Rapley remembers.
of help from the law because she never got caught.Seemed like an ideal place. You went through

Rapley himself never got involved in moonsomeone else yard to get there.
shining although he says was in an ideal placeWhen you saw truckload of

sugar going in but was too busy milking cows and shipping cream.
you knew they werent feeding it to the cattle. Finally The

only time anyone ever suspected me was when
they cleaned it out when woman got tired of her son

was shipping the cream from the
express depot in

coming home drunk and she squealed. Riwood. Some guys in suits and ties came in and tookThe most specticular still was right on
the lids off and started looking in the cans.Skylineon the old Brown Ranch located where the

guess they thought was shipping booze.
Spring Ridge picnic area is now. The Browns had left

the ranch and the buildings were vacant. This Jim Rapley Tales from Skyline will con-Armenian woman moved in. dont know how many linue for the next several weeks.

MOONSHINERS probably never used wagon like wagon which was used in he hills in the days described
this. Jim Rapley and Bill Hoff are shown on this water in the Rapley yarns.


