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Yarns by ex-cowboy Jim Rapley

Prohibition brought ’b‘usinféss,f

THIS IS another in a series of yarns from the old ranching
days as told to Marion Softky by Jim Rapley, possibly the
last of the cowboys who used to run cattle on thousands of
acres . of the Skyline hills.

JIMRAPLEY leans back in the snug little office
next to the workshop on his Skyline ranch.

There was a ““different kind of life in the hills’’

during Prohibiton, he recalls.
““There were very few places that didn’t have a
still—every ranch that I know of,’” Rapley remembers.

“‘Seemed like an ideal place. You went through

_someone else’s yard to get there.
““When you saw a truckload of sugar going in,
you knew they weren’t feeding it to the cattle. Finally
- they cleaned it out when a woman got tired of her son
coming home drunk and she squealed.”’

““The most spectacular still was right on

Skyline—on the old Brown Ranch located where the
Spring Ridge picnic area is now. The Browns had left
the ranch and the buildings were vacant. This
Armenian woman moved in. I don’t know how many

;M(\)O‘NSHINERS probably never used a wagon like
this. Jim Rapley and Bill Hoff are shown onthis water
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stills she had in the house, but her two sons were
all the manufacturing of moonshine in there. Th
slept, ate and stayed right in that house and mad
booze. ' .
‘“They made 500 gallons per day, which is quite ¢
bit of alcohol. People claimed the old house woule
vibrate when they were working. , -
*“The woman did all the delivering. She had a nice
car and always dressed well. I had an idea she had a lof
of help from the law because she never got caught.
~ Rapley himself never got involved in moo
shining, although he says, ‘I was in an ideal place,
but I was too busy milking cows and shipping cream,
The only time anyone ever sispected me was when [
was shipping the. cream from the express depot in
Redwood. Some guys in suits and ties came in and took
the lids off and started looking in the cans.
““I guess they thought I was shipping booze.’

(Jim Rapley'’s *‘Tales from Skyline'’ will con-
tinue for the next several weeks. ) ; :

wagon which was used in the hills.in the days described
in the Rapley yarns. : ' ;




